- Bir Bill Hill irterview.
At his churech and s'udio, 2853 W Madison, Chicago. b. 17y
Aupnst 5 1982, 5om.
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Well, I started in 1949, on WLEY on F¥ radio, and I nroicted blues locally with
Muddy Waters, Howlins Wolf, and later on Elmore James. I'm the first man to bring
BB King to Chicago, I'm the first man to bring Albert King to Chicago, and
Little 4ilton, which I work with Little Walter, Homesick James, Little Mack,
Ike and Tina Turner, Lighting Hopkins, John Lee Hooker. Smokey Hoeg, Bir
Willie Dixon the songwriter, Otis Rush, Magic Sam used to work at my nightelub,
I promoted him ouite often, Jim McCracklin out of California, Sunnyland Slim,
who's an old friend of mine, I =aw him last week, Little Brother ‘Yontgonrery, the
late JB Lenore, Shaley Jake, Lightnine Slim, Swear Pie Dusentn(?), Billy Erib,
Buddy Guy, Junior Wells, flemnhis {innie, many many more down throuch the years.
I worked with blues artists, so many that I can't think of, since when you called
me 1 couldn't think of all the people that I've worked with and promoted,
throurhout the country. But I spent fron 1949 until 1976 in the blues, and from
'76 until now affiliated with church work. But I snent my nrevious years with
the blnes, recordine them, promoting 'em., Wolf, I manased him for about three onr
four years, I had him to play in Washington DC, at the Washington DC Auditorium,
with Russ S8alt (?), he wrs the Secretary of State at the tiwe, we was at that
bip auditorium. We toured the Sguth for thirty-one days, in fact I turned down
an enpacement in your homne ftown, Enesland, I had an encagenent, I had to turr it
down because I had committed myself with a thirty-one day Southern tour, when I
received a telecsram from overseas.

Which year was thart?
I can't recall what year it was, no I can't, becanse there's so many thines
harnened, but I do know it was in the sixties, .maybe around bhetween '60 and '63,
somewhere back in that area, I don't know for sure, but I know it was in that
neiechbourhord.

You uesed to be a ranaser, as well as a DJ?
Yeah, I managed the Wolf, I booked, we call i*t, Muddy, I managed Elnore Janes.
Later on I mnanaged Little Walter, who else? Otis Rush, asic Sam, I was their
nersonal manapger. Several more, I sub-booked John Lee Hooker, I wasn't his
direct manaser, you'd call up the manarer from various booking apencies, if thev
weren't busy, you'd tell them I s .t an engarement in such'n'such an area, and
their manager would send me a contract, we call it sub-booking. But those guys,
Wrlf, OUtis Rush, 3uddy suy, Junior Wells, T manaved them personally.

Would you say that now the blues was less novular than it

used to be?

Well, I don't know what hapnened to the blues. When I listen to the radin, I hear
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this type of music T don't understand. But today, we was just talkin: about this
the nther d=y, Chicago is dead for blues. This used to be a major city for
blues. This used to be the maior city for blues, in =y day we kent it alive, but
the new jocks that come fron the Southern States, they exnloited the blues. I
know several Jocal disc jockeys exploited the blues, and thev knocked it conpletely
out. It was a honour to us to nromote 'em, the old-timners, but the new FUYS
wanted to make a fast buck, they wasn't concerned about the destiny of the blues,
they was concerned about making a fast buck. And it's been dead as a doornail,
in my estimation, for the last three or four years. 'Cause I talked - oh yeah, I
manaped Jimny Dawkins, used to call him Fast Fingers Jimmy Dawkins, which he
travelled extensively now, all over the world. And Mighty Joe Young, oh yeah, it's
coming to me, those guys I used to book. I remember Chicago, you could go out, in
one block you could find three or four blues bands, in one block, one tavern to
another. Madison Street, Rongevelt Road - just talking about this Jlast week -
on the South Side, the game thing. But now, not that I'm in it, I don't even know
there's no nlace that's ovnen for blues as far as I know of, after Eddie Shaw
clnsed his place. Ile used to play with the Wolf. He closed up a year or so aro.
There's a couple of clubs up on the North side, Halsted
Street. Have vou been un there?
But that's just a Sunday thing, isn't it? Oh, weeknights?
One's called Kinpston Mines...
Oh, Kingston Mines? Oh yeah, I know about that, but they haven't been oneratine
continuously, have they?
I think just in the last few years.
Every night? I know Chicago S51im played over there, but I didn'ft know of any other
++s but that's just in one arca, bhut when Chicago had it all over, you conld
just go and listen to the radio and find out where the blues was gring on. You
know. 'Canse hack in those days, I egave birth to live broadcasting, from various
nightsnots. But no more. Theymust be doing it through newsnavners, because I
talked with Yighty Joe Yourga cnuvple of weeks ago, and Jimmy Dawkins called me
about two weeks ago, and we used to keeo upr with what's going on. I mean, T know
several other pguys, and they don't know what's going on as far as the West Side's
concerned. On the North Side, that's a different story, I mean, it shouldn't be
limited to one area, big as Chicago is. This is noted as a blues city. St Louis
used to be vnonular for blues, Detriot - but Chicago kent the highest record of the
blues of any other place that I know of. But it jusr certainly died in the lagt
three or four vears as far as the Wes* Side is concerned. Madison Street, Roosevelt
Road, there's nothing on Madison Street, there's nothing on Roosevelt Road
nertainins to blues. Mostly churches have taken over. I remenher t ere was two
taverns un the street had blues, a cnunle un the street here. The next block had
about four or five. Little Mack had a night svot, he started preaching, he was over
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on 2%rd and Cottage Grove, T haven't heard nothing about that in the Jlast couple
of years. 30, I don't know. The boys arent doing anything, unless they travel
overseas, and how many can go overseas? That's limited. But I nean, I1ncal nlaying,
it shouldn't be a »roblem, even thoush I'1 not affiliated with the hlues, it
shouldn'f be no nrohlem for me tn know what's going on. The only nlace T know of
with blues is that Delta... Delta Fish Market, at Kedzie and Jaclson Boulevard, and
that's on a Friday and Saturday. Other than that, I just don't know, It'g nathetic,
just nathetic, the way they let the blues so down like this, because SWues is a
derivation fron gospel, with the same similarity.

What do you see as the reason for this decline?
Becauqe it's un to the jocks, *the disc jockeys. The old timers is dead, we promoted...
Al Xénson, he died about ftwo or three years ago, Sam Evans, he died a counle of
years ago, and then I went into the ministry, and we was the ones who was nromoting
the blues. And after that, you had a few other cuys who was Just capitalising for
themselves. How ynu don't even hear them talkine about ro blues. Thev nlay blues
records, but they don't nromote no local hlues. If they nrromnte anybody, vou pet
a pguy from out of town, but the loecal boys is starvine to death, thev have to po
and ge! jobs, vou know, bhecause no one's concerned ahout their welfare. We was
concerned abhout them. I was friends to them, we saw each other at least two or three
times a week, whatever they needed, we would come to the rescue, if thev had a
record, we would pronmnte it. But those days are rone, thev're just sianly pane.

You used to do live broadcas*s ont of Sylvio's, didn't you?
Yes. When Elmore James came to town, I'd call Sylvio t- get him, That was TLake and
Oakland, ahout 225% Yest Lake Street, In fact, Sylvio's was one of the bir names
in blues, on the Yest Side, or in Chicaro. If it wasn't haprnening at Sylvio's, it
wasn'!t haprenine, neriod. And there were several others, L7th and Indiana, T can't
think of the guy, thev used to have blues on a Monday, blue Monday narties,
can't think of his nave now. But tha' al)l died out, and then at 1Ath street, can't
think nf the name of that nlace, they used to have blues cover there on a Mondawv,
Jimmy Dawkins and a lot of boys used t» nlay over there on a "donday, blues Honday.
But that's all eone. And !a Bea's used to have it, that's all closed un now, I
don't know what thev're makine out of it, it's been closed for the last counle of
vyears. 5o I don't know who's soiner to survive the blues, maybe so-e new Jock will
do it, but they aren't doing it now. In fack, because their hands is tied. Back
in these days we were indenendent radio announcers, we didn't cret g salary, we worked
as hrokers, we bourht our time and we so0ld it, and we conld do anythine that was
lepal, that wasn't violatine the ¥CC rules and reonlations, and we had time tn
nronote. 3nt todav the djock is a hired nerson, and he's rot to do evactly what he's
tnld.

I didn't realise that. 80 ¥y u used to buv time, and ret vour
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I still do the same thing today. It's the s=ame way now.

That's a marvellous svstem. You can do what you want.
You do what y»ou want, as long as you within fthe law, and station nolicv. Station
nolicy isn't too strenuous, but they don't care much, they don't care what I prowote,
you know, religious or blues, so I nrefer relisious music, after soending all of
my young life in the blues. I could see it was going down, and I could see what the
other Jiocks was doing to it. You know. Hey, you get out while it's pond,you know.
And today we just pgnt a big town, and nothing is goine on, but every nirht there
was sonething eroine on. I used to broadcast from the Seven Dollar Lounre, a few ¢
blocks from here. Oh, I was al! over Chicago, with Muddv Waters, Howline Wolf,
Little Walter, any number of places. I used to broadcast fron a hot-dog stand which
had a drive-in, we had a band out there. Hundreds of peonle would come, and eat hot
dopes and listen to the blue=, the same thing, sotething similar to what thev have
un here on a Friday and Safturday, at Davis' place, but we just had a 1ive brosdeast.
Sn, even thourh I'm in the relirious field, it hur! me to see the blues en down,
becavse the blues ro down if no one is concerned about it. The jocks, the blues
wonld pieck back up again if the jocks was concerned abont them. They claim it's a
dead issue, but the blues will never die. The music they're nlayinr on the radio
now, I don't even krow what they're pnlayinr. It has no meaning, no sound, it has
the steady same beat, there's no variation in it, you know. The blues tell a story -
it ~ive you a sad feeling or a uplift feelins. Elvore James used to say in his
lifetime, 'Lemme set 'em down.' He'd play a fast number 2nd he wnuld dance, and he
would zet a four-four beat, slow music with a n1eaning to it, and everybody would
sit un there real auief, and they wouldn': even drink, becsuse they were listening,
they was concentrating, and Wolf used to do the same thinc. Wolf could =it a2 crowd
down any time he was ready, he didn't have fo tell 'em to sit down. He wnuld sing
a song about 'HMy baby ocuit me, ouit me for ancther man,' and everybody had this same
similar problem, =and they wonld listen. But the music today has no 1eanine, just
boomp de boomp de boomp de boomp. The blues tells a story, same as Gosnel. It nlays
on your emetional feelinrs.

What do you think ab ut the young musicians today? Do you think

they can continue the tradition?
Well, his music ain't right, they don't even sound like the blues, hecause he's
usine the wrone music te it. Blues got "o have a cevrtain type of music - Dinah
Washirnrton sang the blues, lotta peonle doesr't know that. But her beat was like
ingz7. Joe Williams sang the blues, with Count dasie. Look at his heat. There's a
million types of blues, but not the blues that we're referring to. You know? The
real true blues, the music's got to coincide with the lyrieces. You can't cive me a
up-tempo beat there, that!s semi-rock'n'roll. BB King is the only one who's singing
true blues now. Bobby 37and sings the blues, but it's a different tyne of hlues from
B3 Kine.Little Milton, he wot hirh class; Albert King, he sinrs the blues. You know.
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it's your music that chanpes the atmosnhere. And !Mighty Jne Youns,;, I don't think
there's a man alive that know more about that than hii and Jinnmy Dawkins. Tt's
your music that gives you the blues feeling. So the youn» artist just don't have it,.
He's trying to mix it vn. He's pot fthe vsychedelic sound, he's ot the rock sound,
but he doesn't have the frue blues sound, because I eat in various restaurants, and
they pnley what they call the blues, and even guys in their forlies, forty, forty-
five yvears old, know it's not ‘the same tyne of blues as we used to nlay. Muddy
waters got the blues, he =still plav thre blues. Joe Youns is still playing the
blnes, but Joe's always had his certain tyne of sound. He never had the true,
downho=e sound, but he had a hirh-class sound. The lyrics was blues, but his music
was just a 1ittle bit different. Joe's a good musiciar, you know. Do a lot of
arrangine, and writine. He reads, read and write. But Albert and B33 still sticks
tn the trend of hlues. John Tee Hoolker, I haven't heard fron him in ouite some
tine, I don'! know if he's still livinec...

He was in town a2 few weerks ago, nlaved Biddy Mullisant's, a

north side niace,
Is that richi? Sunnyland Slim's blues was different from the res of the ruys. I
sav him, he came by here a counle of weeks ago. Sunny has always nlaved the same
ty e of blues. Roosevelt Sykes, and all those guys. But the real true blues nen is
Wolt, Muddy Wate s, 85 King, and Albert King, They've stuck to the same trend, If
you want to fancy it un a bkit, you throw in a counle of horns, but they've stil]
got a blues sound,

Why did you change from blues fto relision?
Well, a wise man will change. The Bible said, 'What pgain is it for a man to win the
world and 1-se his soul? Because every knee must bow, and every toncue must confess.!
I don't care who you are and what you are, you got to g5 the same way. You got to
cive an account of what vou're doing, and yon wasp't bhorn to Just have your way,
you was born to serve and praise the Lord. In fact, I knew the Lord before I even
went into the blueg, it was like what you c¢all backslidin'. I went out in the world,
and I m=2de a lot of money, =nd there's no way that you're roing to keep it. Once
you know the Lord and you backslide, there's no way, he's got so many things that
he'l1l nut up on you, which neonie don't even seem *to realise, and that'g what we
preach every nieht. See, you see a Jot of reople tha*t was suceessful, they was
buginessmen, they had a2 family, and they was doings very well for themselves, and
after a while something han ens, 2nd Boom! Lose everythins they have. Well there
was a reason for it, it wasn't because there was voor manapers. I's he nro dised
the Lord sonethine, and He said, 'T want fheivr lave, I'17 chase them.' I've seen
a lot of men be rich, and went down to the gutter. It's nhecause one day he knew
the Lord, and he turned his back on Him. Ii's roing to hanrep. It's poing to
hapnen, there's no way out. There's no wayv out. And by knowing the Lord oreviously,
I ot to where if I got a thous rd dollars today, I'd need fiftreen hundred tomorrow,
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You just couldn't maintain, it was like, you hit your hand and junn out Bf it. You
just can'i hold on. Las® night, I n1ade a speech out there on the sidewalk, about

Gnd chases the one that he love, if he don't set you one way, he'll pet you another.
Now I know a lady that daughter is in jail, she was charred with narslaughter, and
now she got it with murder. Shook her bahy to death. And another one, son is doing
five years. 3ee, he do this to get your attention. Maybe you're flyins too high,
maybe your education, maybe your money, maybe somebody sot wvour sonl unlifted, that
you don't even take time to think, God fromwhence it came, because all pond thines
come from the Lord. So that's why. I got tired of being whinned, I dust conldn't

seem to accomplish anything. I was going backwards with my thines that I had, you

o backwards, and no one can helvn you, there's nothing no one can do about it.

Even a bank couldn'ft hel»n you, when He's chasing &ou. Hobedy can heln you, accordine
to this book. And I've =een it happen thousands and thonsands of times, I've geen

a 1nt of men and women that was wealthy at one time, they wasn't extravasant in their
livineg - but thev just turned their back on lod, and you just can't make it. A lot

of puys, Al Green there, he went to the ministry, and that other boy, I can't think
nf his name, several zuys... oh yeah, I =ot his record here now, In fact he was in
the ministry at first - Soloion Burke. He had sold fifteen million rold records, I
mot a brand new LP on him. He was in the church from a boy, and he got out there

and made all that money, and things s‘arted havrenins to him, and he npnes back, he
just can't s*and i*. You sell fifteen million gold records, that's a lot of monev.
The royalty alone will take wvou the rest of wvour life. You dnst can't qake it. There's
several cuys. Archie Dale, he's back with tae gosnel. Any nu=ber of boys, thew
couldn'l nake it. Here it is here. 8o oron Burke, Into my 1ife He Came, talking about
all the money he nade, money to hurn, he cruld buy anythine he wanted. But he didn't
have the hapniness or neace of nind. 3ecause he crevw up in chureches, and he just!
wanted to see what's in the wnrld, li%e the averase nerson do. Vou Know, Aajin't
nothing to dn wit> how snccessful you are, if you came up in church, you want to

fird ont what the other neople are doing. And you re’' out there and wvou have a

taste of it, and he just lef y-u have ennugh blessing tn destroy you. And if you're
sensible yon eome back. He said a wise 7man will always come in, but if ym're
foolish, you hear his word and you nay it no at ention. He gives you your choice.

And I Just couldn't st-nd it any more. It's been discussed. Women call me un now,

on the radio, and say, 'Why ysu nlayinr that silly music?' I say I don't think it's
=illy. '"Why don't you »iay the blues?' Ch, thalt's all the ti=e, all the tine. Me and
my =on have arsuments with guys, vou know - my daddy have a risht tao ghenre if he
vant to. It's your choice. If you want to live for the Lord. decause you're going
to have to come before him avyway. Like I to1d4 Joe Young, the last tine, Jimny
Dawking, now Jimmy Dawkins read the 3Bible, hut he hasn't cone haclr to the Lord. He
knows these thiners. ile knows you rot to enve before the judrment har, aint'' nn

&



doubt ahout it. You can talk to any minister in Ensland, you've certainly got

to cone bhefore... I don't care wha' you do, I don't care how successful you are,
you zot to come before him, you got tno give account of what you do. A 1ot of

nennle say, 'Well, I'm just born, when a 9an is dead he's dead, well that is

not true. So I fugured what I'd done was good, I came back to the Lord, T thought

I was in perfectly good health, I've been back now for just coiine u. to five years,
and last® yesr I was in the hosnital. I g*ye Hin the bes of my adult life. Some
neonle have fo come back to hin in a wheel chair. I don't apnreciate that. The Bible
say He call a youne man because he's strong, an old man because he's wise., Sn T
enjoyed the fame tn an extent, but I was very blessed, I tade a 1ot of money, but

I didn't go cn ~letely down. I lef! with a few buil/dines. This onek nnid for,
3elwnod, it ain't much, I just sent off my insurance onu: 'a pronerty in Ensland,
Arkansas, I jiust sent off the insurance today. So I wa= wise enough and blessed
encuch fo maintain some of t, but I 1nst much more. I bhonked bands, and there

cnma a bis snow or a bie rain, and you lose fifteen or twenty or thirtv thousand
dollars in a night. I've had that to hanpen. I remenber 1957, I bonked =2t *‘he
Ash12nd(?) Boulevard Auditorium, it hnid about thirty thousand people, and I Jost
my shirt. Snow, snow knee deen, and I had all those bands, out of town bands, and
yon gotta pay 'em. I've had this to havnnen. See, that's when vou're beine whipned.
A1l these things hap~en to vou. Another suy, next week or the week after next,

bnok the samne bard, and nice, the sun is shinine, the monn is shining brieht,

and your niecht it snowed. Can't ~et down Madison Strecet. That's when he's chasing
you, and that bepin to star: turnine soiething in your head, 'WHY, WHY, WHY?' I

saw on the television, when you're sick, first thing, '"Why? Yhy me?' That's the
first thins. Anything that hanven to you at al', you want to know, 'Why me®:t,

It's just your time. You've seen that, as young as you are, you seen a lot of enys
have hit it off big, and after a while thev started roins backwards. Can't maintain.
3ecanse it wasn't mesant for you in the Tirst place. Another guy ro to the Lovrd, and
he iusft keen right -n moving. ot bipr, but he maintain. The Bible said, old man
David said, 'I once was younes, now I'n old, I've never seen the rishteous forsaken
or a {(?) begrin- bread.' You have never seen n 1an who's livin- wit' the T.ord

have to beg, or go rageed, or be destituted, never. They just keep on moving along.
I remember when I first starte’ making around %5 ,000 a year, there's a ~an living
next door to me had seven children, 2nd he's a preacher, and his kids went just as
dressed un as mine did. T couldn't fi-ure that out. Seven children, and he sold
vepetables, with a truck. Then I started to thinking myself, 'He pot heln.' jeln
eoting from on hieh. Which a 1an with seven children, he'd have t» be making three
or four hundred dollars in the: daye, a week, to cive them 2 decent living, a degert
education. 3ut by the heln of God, he Ai4 i*t., So there were nany reason= that I came
back; if I hadn't ¥nown the Lord in my younrer days, it mich' have heen a different
story. But by knowin~ hin previnsusly, and backsliding, doiny sowethins apainst what
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I »nroaised Him, then he jnet wouldn't let me continue to be sucressful, But a man
who have never known the Lord, it's a different story. I can tell thart to anybody.
If ‘'you nnce knew the Lord in your youne 1ife, and then you decide in your older
life that you're going fn go out and see what's going on around the corner, you're
in trouble. But if you never knew the Lord, he don't hurt you half as had. So that
was my nroblem, I ius! couldn'' stand the pnressure, got tired of losine, and then
vou have donrestic rrohlem, that's where it come in. Domestic problem. T never threw
away my money - I wish I had have threw my money away. You see a lot of suys that
live big, you know, hig cars, lotta clnthes, I didn't do that. But i* still wert.

Tt =till went. And broke 2in't hut broke. Lawyers. Lawyers. Marraires. Everyhody
you marry want to sue you.

S0 you don't nlay any blues at all now, on your show?
No, no. I wonldn't do it. I'1l1 never nlay no more blues. Because you don't continne
ts 1ie to God.

You think the bhlues is 'lying! 'music?
No, I said you don't lie to God. I lied to Him before, when I went back to the blues
and I was very sucressful, on television, I became nunber six in this country, Dick
Clark recognised me, I sent talent fron my television nrorramme to him, and then
sometkin~ hanpened, and when it hannen, you know about it, no .one will have to
tell you when you're being whipped by the almigshty ‘iod, yonu know it., Jnust Tike when
you was a kid, when your father told ynu he was gninc to ~ive you a soanking, and
when he did snank vou, you knew what he was whipnine vou for. The same thing over
here, You know what vou're beines whinned for - it's hecause vou was told to dn
something, ~r ynu nrolised to do sowethine, and you renered on it. So nn, T wouldn't,
a1l the monev in the world... Wo, Davis, on the fish market u- here, he offered me
an honur relevision procramme last venar, twice, if I would onlay tre blues. But as
bad as T want television, I told him nn,

I didn't know you'd been on television before, when was that?
I went on telovision in 'A?, til' '72, I had a dance programme, Ped Hollerin' RBlues,
Channel 26. I had neon e fro: France, thev eame over and taped the nrooramme, and
I heard a 1ot of bovs say they pnlayed it back in France. I was on Channel 26 in the
Board of Trade Building, about five vears.

Who used to nlay on tha.?
Well, I was pnlayinr blues and rock'n'roll...

Live bands?
Yeah, oh veah. We received four or five hundred letrters a week or more, Basily four
nr Tive hundred, 71ailed frown all over the country, you know, 3ut then sn ething
han~ened, bo-m! I don't know what hannened. T wa=s indenendent, a brnker, T housht
my own time. Tha' time was ecostine $300 an hour. And the' wanted me to work with
the station, and T didn'c do it, and the switrhed my nieohf-tine tn day-tine. And

my audience in the davtime was not a workine audience - thev nut me at two o'elnck
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on a Saturday. Neow this will really =make yon start to th nkine. On a Saturday, the
workine woman is shopring. The wonan who's not workine doesn't have no excess money
to snend, she's watchinc, so what rond is her? I lost Pﬁﬂrythinq T héd. When T

was on that nic t-time frow fen until two, on a Saturday nipht, T was numnber six in
the nation. But this is the way thar He's workines with rou now. Everythine you
touch seem Lo mn wronz. They changed me deliberately, And I lost myv andience, I
Inst my buyineg power, T lost mv snonsors. And a svonsor will not nay nn %150 a
minute, and he ain'c pettine no results. And I was selling like crazy at nirh'=time,
they put me on the day-time, I wasn't drawinr flies. And tha® really started me

t» thinkineg. See, I had to be whip-ed and drupred before T came to my senses.
'Something's wrong. Lverythins I fouch is wrong.' And I just couldn't stand it no
nore, 8o I't back. I don't make half of the money, bt I still maintain. At least

I have neace of mind. I mailed five cheoues out today. Toank Gnod for that. You
make that bis money, afrer a while, who you goin~ to borrow fron? Ain't nobody e~ine
ts let you have it. A1l vour so-called friends ain't ~nin~ to let ynu have it. But
I still salvage a counle of friends, Carl Jones, he's a steward friend of mine,
Jimay Dawkins - T can re’ money fros them, even thourh thev Aan't know when T'1
goin- to nay then back. Tha''s what you call a friend, and not you can horrow

onevy from soteonne, and thev let wou have i+t becsuse thevr knrmw tha von'tre cosd far
it. Bul if yon say. I don't know when I'n roin~ o nay you back, and he let wvou
have it, it's because he believe in you. I think ou! there T still have two or
three Teft. But anybody tha' ¢ot moneyr can brrow money. 3ut when y-u don'- have it,
that's the tise you ean find ont who's your true friend. So maybe some day some
young cuy will enme by that really, he's gotta love the blnes, he's cotla know the
blues, he rnt!la feel the hlues, he cotta tall the 'h'lnq‘c.:, walls the hiueg, T know
Snann, he nlav the h'ues, out he's never fe t the hlnes. I ean tell when a neraon
really feels something. When I get out there in church, they can ge* un and shout
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andsing; they don't feel what they're doine. You got to feel what you're doing.
This thing become a part of you. So the blues is dead in Chicago, and throuchout
the country, because I still rer macarmines. Thev may be bookin- blues in bhie andi-
torinms, but I'. talkin about Joeal blues in the various towns. It's just nat there
n> more. Rock!n'roll, and nop, I don't ¥now what they're playin~ today. What are
they nlayineg today? TIv's not blues...

Diseco...
Disco, it's =0t the disen heat, snd one record won can drive to the middle nf OS5th
Street, mn one record, it must be ten or fifteen minutes long. Some roanel dis
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like that. Some rosnel is seven %o ten minutes long. I can't play 'em because T oo
ton many announcements to make., And a Jock that's eot a 1at Af gnonsors can't nlay
no record that!'s ten minutes lonc. I run four hurs a nicht, and in the firat hour

T have tn nick the shorfes records T can find, two and three minute hracket, to

and ther after tyelve n'eclocc T can throw nn a few 1anep oner. Peole
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call me up for renuests, and the average person calls me un for a reauest, rouchly
eirht minutes, ten minutes, I =say 'I can't play it now.' Have t» wait until afte-
twelve o'cloek. Then I can play it. -
You broadcast from here?
Oh yemh. Every night. From 12.05 to 2 am. A1l my broadcasting years, from 19Lko, T
don't think I snent a year at a studio. IWve alwayrs broadecast from my own. On my
own ecuipment. It may not leook 1like much, but it's mine. I've lost a couple of
sets that was stolen. It's expensive, but at least people can come to see you. It
is expensive, By being a broker, an independent producer, gives you the right to
do these things. I had that privilege when I was hired by another local station,
they gave me tha' privilege, becavse it po ularise the station. Becanse when you're
at a ball game, or a firht, 1t makes the station povular. So that's what helned me
out a lot, broadcastineg from all these various nlaces. I did alot of it in the rposnel,
but I'm not doing too much of i* now. But the last counle of years, T used to do
a lot of it. Remote gospel. Everyhody hnlds un s i1ething, cost. They don't look
at the results. Now I have been here since about four o'clock this afternoon, and
I had several calls - it's becausc they hear me every nisht from here And I imagine
that I'd geft much more than that if T was here to answer the nhone. T ret down here
about four or five o'clock in the afternoon. Should be sonebody here at nine o!f
clock every morning. It's because the nhone just ring, rine, ring, rine. Yen. So
what are you roine to dn? You roing to wrifte a book, or what?
Yes. I intend to. My monev's runnines out, but I'1l1 be here
for abovt another month.

Then you moins back to England to start your bo~k, eh? Whatever hapnened to thie
hoy and his wife...? Ille used to write Blues world. 3oy, I can't think his name. Him
and his wife. They followed the blues extensively. If T could call his name, I know
you read about him, because his magazine went all over the world. He was affiliater
with Alligator records, he was affiliated with this other record compary out on
Lincoln avenue. T think the record conwnany that Koko Taylor was on, Hound Dog
Taylor - I forpot about Hound Domg Taylor e

Are you thinkin~ of Jim 0'Neal?
Jim Q'Neal, that's it, hin and Amy, yeah.

They're still around. I tried to telephone them today, bhut

there was nobody in.
Are thev still around? yeah, oh, I knowed them for years, JimG'Neal snd his wife,
Amy O'Neal. Yeah, he kert up with the blues. I ¥now his magazine went all over
the world. He used to send it to me, but he don'h send it no more. Blues world marazine,
I didn't %“now the boy's nam= at Allirsator, I wnms thin%ing of the zuvy who's Delm=vk...

BRob Koester.

3ob Knester, that's rirht*,
I saw hin foday.
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See, when you get with the Lord, all the peonle that you ¥now, thev don't assnciate
with you. If I was havinzg the blues out there, sone of them said last night, said
if you was having the blues out there, youvu'd have Madison Street, the police... but
when you're talkiner of the Lord, they lonk at you like you're crazy. Same as Nnah,
when Noah was preaching about it's going to rain forty days and forty nichts, people
thousht he was crazy -'That old man's crazy.' 'he same thing, they see me, they
think I'n cra-y. I'm not crary, by a lons shot. I just found out that therrts only
one way. And if I make a million bucks, or temn million bucks, and when I die I gn
to Hell, T still hnven't acecomplished anything. But each is his own, T den't knock,
I'm not the tyne of pnreacher that T knock, I go round the blues boys, I co round
the alleyway, drinking, I po round the sarages in the allev ~'Here come the nreache»r, !
they say. I say, 'Well, keen on drinkins what you're drinkire, and thinking what
you're thinking, because T don't have no heaven and no hell to put you in, bhut I'11
tell wyon what fthe Lord sav.' You know, I don't ram it down *their throats. T talk
to Joe Youne and Jimmy Dawkins, hut T don't ram it down their throats. Tt waan't
meant to be. When a 7nan ecome tn hinge'f, and he chanre nof hisg own free will and
aceord, but it's nn use me to try to faree you to dn somethins when yon haven't
nade uo your mind. Because I was out there, T played the bhlues, I nroroted the
hlues, I drank, I smoked. I don't do those things no more. 3ut I pive you the same
nrivileres T rave myself. I had to cove to my senses, I had to i1ake a choice. 3ut
I had blues boy's that come here. Honesick James has been here. Jimay Lee, he used
to play with Little Walter, he was round here about a conuple of weeks ago, Scotty -
they come by. Jimny woulda heen bv, Jim y always call 1e, send me a card when he
go into various countries, Enrland or France or lermany. Last tiiehe sent me one
I think he was in France. Sunnyland S%im, he came hy. So we still topether, I
iust hope tha' one day they'll rchange, and come to the Tord. But if they nrefer
not, then that's their prepopative.
You used to own 2 blues c¢'ub, Cona Cahana.

2h yeah. Copa Cabana. We cut a coupnle of LPs there, Yillie Dixon, Sonny Boy
Williamson, oh yeah, I used to -anare him, Buddy Cuy, Little Walter, Howling alf,
thev all recnarded non that sane nicrht, Each one did a sonr, vou know, about six
cnts on the LP, twelve a side, and the six hoys did the twelve fram the Cona Cabana
club. A very big LP. Davis, if you ever go u, to Davis, un here at the Tisgh Market,
ask hin to play 1t. I introduce that record. Un there where the  nplay the hlues
every Friday and Saturday, ask hi to nl'ay it, say nlay tha: record that 3i11 Hill
introduced. (Three s1all rirls come in. "Hello. How are you? ilave a seat, T'm busy
risht now, I'm doing a~ interview.") So when you =o by the fish market, ask, his
na e is Navis, the cuy vho own tne niaee,

"here!'s an ar:icls in t e Deader ab-ui him Lhis weelk, d4id vou

see it
Yeah? What'd it =nv? The Rea“er used tn be 3 hiz newsnaner one tine, T dop't Ynow..,.
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It still is. Co
Yeah? Thev had several radio station that used to advertise, alot of radin statinns.
Anyway, you ask, his name is Davis. Say that record that Bil' Hill introduced, thé.
one with Muddy Waters and Howlin<® Wolf at the Cona Cabana club, He'll nlay it for
you. I car': find it, I'd buy it myself, but I can't find it. He's got it upn there.

llow long did the club last?
Mnmmmo From 'A3 until about 'A7. Until that riot came, and they were burnins and
inotine Roosevelt Road. It bacame very pooular. That's where it started hanrening,
a* the Copa Cabaha club in 1964, In '45 =and '66 you conld see declinement, and vou
were doinr everything that you can to promote. I mean the comvetition, I never had’
no jocks that could cive me eomnetfition - but it just wasn't meant for me, you know.
And that's where T could see that sonethinc was wrone. Even if thev stole a lot of
money, I caucht several neonle stealing, but that's to be expected, when you employ
a lot of peonle. It just wasn't meant for me, I don't think. I lonk back over my
life., It just wasn't meant for me, and T had several vreachers that tell me the
same, vears apo. Bishop Poole, he rot one of the bhigr-est churches over lere on
the WYest Side, he used to tell me, 'S80y, vou should come with me. Because you're
not goine to be successful doing what you're doing. And that's bad, when you know
abont the Lord, and when you don't do His will, Ses, if you dor't knnw tno much -
about himn, he not going fto bother you, but if you know him, it's like Jimny, I tel
Jimmy Dawkins. Jimny know the Bible, Jimay very pgond on the Bible. You know Jimmy
Dawkins? You know his son had a faral accident. Yep. Very fatal. 'Cause once you
know Him and you don't keen his commands, boy oh boy. But if wyou don't know him,
then you aren't in such bi~ trovhle. And I knew too much abonut the hible, and wasn'*
dring none nf it., But like I said befeore, I will never knock the hlues, I can always
talk ahout it, in facht I was talkin~T about it last nipht - they was, I don't brinp
it un. The nreonle brins it un, because the wneonle, they knew that T was nne of the
big rromoters in the blues, ard thev said las®t nicht, if we was having the blues
out here on Madisnn Street, you couldn't get down the street. But now, neonle
nass by and look at you like you're crazy. YWhen you out there singinr ard nraising
the TLord, ther think you're crazy. 5o that's iust about the size of it., T hope

that my 1ittle information will be helrnful for you.
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